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Abstract

This article addresses Unnatural Narratives and their
implications for understanding focalization in the Qatari novel. The
emergence of Unnatural Narratology in the early 21st century, led
by thinkers such as Jan Alber, Brian Richardson, Stefan Iversen, and
Henrik Skov Nielsen, represents a significant challenge to the
fundamental assumptions of traditional narrative theory. Instead of
treating these impossible narratives as deviations or failures in
narrative technique, Unnatural Narratology recognizes them as
forming an important and continuous alternative tradition in
literature. This tradition extends from classical and medieval
literature to contemporary postmodern fiction, revealing that the
realistic conventions that have dominated literary criticism are
themselves only one possibility among many.

Unnatural Narratives challenge the basic assumptions of
traditional narrative theory by demonstrating that literature regularly
employs impossible perspectives that violate the conventions of
realistic narration. This impossible focalization—including
narration from the perspective of the dead, inanimate objects, non-
human entities, animals, and logically impossible viewpoints—
necessitates a radical re-imagining of what constitutes a valid
narrative perspective. This article argues that Unnatural Narratives
do not merely represent a correction to existing theory, but a
necessary expansion of our understanding of narrative as an
inherently experimental and anti-mimetic form. Through the study
of literary examples from the Qatari novel, this article focuses on a
specific technique within Unnatural Narratives: the technique of
impossible focalization. It seeks to demonstrate how impossible
focalization reveals the complex nature of all narrative perspectives,
and to identify the specific patterns of impossible focalization used
in the Qatari novel.

Keywords:
Unnatural Narrative, Impossible Focalization, Anti-Mimetic
Narrative, Narrative Theory, Postmodern Literature, Narrative
Perspective.
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